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I'he Old. Catholic Movement has never been large numerj — 
cally , and today numbers only about half a million in the 
world . But this movement is tne successor of several impor- 
tant movements in the history o f ' the Church, and cannot oe 
i n d e r s t o od u n 1 e s s s e e n a s t h e h e 1 r t o G a 1 1 ] c anism, F e br o n i a n .1 s m 
and the Jansenist controversy of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries . 

Old Catholicism, as it exists today, has grown out of 
two independent strands in the development of the European 
Church, the Jansenist and Galilean struggles in France even- 
tually reached Che Netherlands , where Dutch churchmen had been 
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■raged in a ] onr-time struc^le with Borne. these movements 
tried forces and an independent church was formed. ihe Free' 
js-uonie movement and Febronianlsm of the eighteenth cen- 
-y prepared the way for the revolt of German Scholars In 
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this chapter will attempt to touch on the various move- 
ments which have been significant in the development of Cld. 
Catholicism, The story of Call lean ism and Jansenism is ex- 
tremely complex, and hundreds of books have been written con- 
cerning them. These movements and the story of the Church of 



trecht will be dealt with rather briefly in an effort to 
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the Church in France was early recoin! zed as having a, 
certain independent spirit, and the character of a separate 
division of the Church . In the third century a papal vicar 



-i e f o ’ i r t n c e n * - u r v , 



oversaw the affairs of the region, out by t 
the Bishop of urles had definite primacy, and was the official 
representative of the pope, under the Herovlnvian kings ec- 
clesiastical organization was more firmly established , and 
growing in independence, but always in close connection with 
how, as in later years , Church life and royal 
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f he supremacy of the pope and the Petrine primacy v;ere not 
t .i. s y 1 .1 1 od . ... o s ....• c c ' s s f ii i. i y o o oo s e pa o a .l a u to g ra ■ y t o a 2 . ] j p. y :p 2 c 

needed to show that papal claims were false, and the pope had 

iut l z was not conceivable for Gall i can ism in 
run to see. national Churches free from paoal .i.nris- 
d 5 of ion, vivino- the pope only a. primacy of honor oyer a onion 
of free se] f-voverninr dhni'ofees. wen thouprh there was an 
example of Catholics with on : papacy in the Orthodox Oast, the 
Gall 5 cans never did -a;: far eoouprh in their opposition to the 
papacy. The Old Catholics rook episcopal Gal 11 can ism to its 
logical conclusion, by sever in «r ties with acne, and becoming 3 
f ree Catholic Church. 

-i hen Pope Paul ill summoned the council at f rent to met 
the crisis of the reforms tion, this strongly papal -d om i na t ed. 
:nee c 1 nr saw the Jesuits as the most ardent supporters of the 
papacy. Denying that any authority could exist within the 
Church not derived from the supreme authority, they were de- 
termined to eliminate any episcopal 
Pence of Pome. this was to b< 
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oe tween come ana trie archbishop of Utrecht and 
3 1 e s e \r e x i t e c- 1 n f h c x- n r ’ : p y 
iade the doctrine of papal infallibility 



Chapter II 



There rad beer; c ore ideratle preparation for the I reak 
which oc cured ir Germany in 1.8 70 over the declaration of 
papal infallibility and supremacy. A book appeared as early 
as 1763 » written by bishop Johann Nikolaus Tortheim, which 
urged reform of papal power and curial abuses. The book 
called for a return to the spirit of primitive Christianity, 
and appeared under the pseudonym of Justinus Petronius. 

Fetror.ius insisted that the pope was the first among 
the bishops, but was subordinate to the whole. The Church 
was a morarchial constitution and. the bishops were equal 
to each other. The oope stood under the general council of 
the bishops of the whole Church, and he had usurped power 
which rightly belonged to the body of bishops. There were 
really ro new ideas here, but Petronius systematized and 
presented his thoughts ir such a way that the took had a 
considerable influence or ecclesiastical politics in Italy, 
Portugal, Austria and Germany . Petronius had considered 
the Gallicar claims not the exclusive right of the French 
Church, but of all the Churches. 



Another German who preceded the break with Some was 
Igraz si. von Gesserter a, who was really the forerunner of 
Old Catholicism ir central Europe . A supporter of Petr on - 
ianisra in the early 1 9th century , .ess enter g worked for a 
s elf- governing national German Catholic Church. The admin- 
istrator of a diocese, he was never consecrated because of 
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opposition fron Home. His ideas stirred little interest 
at the time, cut they paved the way for strong Old Catholic 
areas ir. southern Germany and in northern Switzerland. 

The Council which the Church of Holland had wanted 
for many years, and which many conciliarists of various 
nations had looked for, finally came in 1870 with the Vatican 
Council. A number of bishops vigorously opposed the dec- 
laration of the council concerning the papal authority, but 
every bishop eventually signed in agreement. Of the fairly 
vocal minority in opposition, only a few of the minority 
persisted ir the logical course indicated by their position, 
feeling that the council allowed, no freedom of discussion. 

The opposition held that the new dogma had completely 
charged the nature of the Catholic Church, and. that it was 
their duty to remain faithful to the "Old Catholic Church." 
One histori an s ay s 

With all due respect to their courageous v, st- 
ress to the truth, it must nevertheless be said 
their claim does not auite fit the facts of his 
tor.v . The trend towards infallibility had been 
marked in the Homan Church for centuries.... To 
be sure, the elevation of this opinion to the 
status of an ecclesiastical dogma, of universal 
obligation was a novelty. To that extent the 
charge of the Old Catholics was justified. 22 

Feelings ran very high during the period immediately 
following the council. The strong-willed Pius IX is said. 

"... to have declared the opposition to be more formidable 
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thar. the french devolution and more to be dreaded than the 
Communists . ^ The apprehensions of the pope were not un- 
founded, even though somewhat exaggerated. 

After the decree was issued from Rome, the opposi- 
tion was organized in Nuremberg, or 27 August 1870. Pro- 
fessors from Bonn, : reslau, Zurich, hunster, Prague , Wurz- 
burg and other centers gathered, under the leadership of 
the highly respected Johann Josef Ignaz von Bollinger. 

A group of laymen gathered at Konigswinter in 
September 1870 and resolved: "Considering that the council 
... did, not deliberate in perfect freedom ... the under- 
signed Catholics (1,359 in number) ... do rot recognize 
the decrees concerning the absolute power of the pope and 
reject them as innovations in direct contradiction to the 

p h 

uniform faith of the Church." 

The last bishop to submit did so in April 1871* and 
ecclesiastical pressure was brought to bear on the professors 
who resisted. Bollinger did not cease his opposition, and 
was excommunicated by Archbishop Scherr (who had himself 
opposed the dogma) on 18 April 1871. Bollinger acknowledged 
the fact of his excommunication, but said that it was unjust 
and invalid. He continued to consider himself and his assoc- 
iates Roman Catholics. He opoosed the organization of a 



^Kenneth Scott Latourette, The 1 ineteenth C en tury in 
Europe , I (Hew York : Harper and Brothers, Publishers, 1958), p.28 

^Schaff -Herzog, VIII, p. 210. 
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separate church at first, hut soor cave his support to 
the Old Catholic movement. 

The necessity had beer seen for uniting- the scattered 
clergy and people who adhered, to the position of the minority. 
A congress was held in Bunich, 22-2U- September 1871, with 
Professor J . F. von Schulte of Lorn presiding, at which the 
conclusions of the previous meetings were endorsed- The 
direction which the movement should take was decided, upon, 
and provision was made for the cure of souls, with the organ- 
ization of congregations in various daces soon thereafter. 

Bismarck's Kulturkampf broke out in 18?1 in the 
form of anti-Roman Catholic measures. Although a Protestant 
himself , Bismarck supported the Old Catholics in a calculated 
attempt to weaken the Roman Catholics. In Jure 1871 the 
government ordered the Roman Catholic bishops not to bar 
the numerous Old Catholic professors from continuing their 
duties. It is not difficult to see why Bismarck chose the 
Old Catholics as an instrument to undermine Roman Catholi- 
cism, with their very patriotic attitude and assumption of 
the character of a national Church . 

The implications of the fulturkampf and its results 
are diverse. It did. not benefit the Old Catholic movement 
at length. The movement has long been criticized by sympa- 
thizers and opponents alike for the role day ed by Old. 
Catholicism. Rather than dividing the Roman Catholics, 
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the Kulturkampf drew 



;he German Homan Catholic community 



closer together, strengthen irg their loyalty to the core, 
■'•-hose papal infallibility they r.ow enthusiastically defended 
?io Noro had to deal with the effects of the Knit urba n of ir 
other c opr; tries as well. Before his death in February 1878, 
Pius IX could foresee the victory of the Homan Church over 
the Knlturkamuf . His successor, Leo XIII, did see the end 
of the restrictions, and Bismarck declared the Kulturkampf 
ended in 188?. 

Bollinger attended the second congress ir Cologne, 

20 September 1872 , where provision was made for the election 
of a bishop. The election took place or 4 Jure 1.873, the 
choice falling or Jh . Beinkers, professor of theology at 
Breslau. He inkers was consecrated by Bishop Heycamp at 
Rotterdam, 1.1 August i°73, after having been elected, by a 
group of priests and laymen. After his consecration, Eishoo 
He inkers was quickly recognized as the Catholic Bishop, by 
the governments of Prussia, Bavaria and Hessen-Darmstadt, 
all areas in which the Kulturkamof was pressed, with some 
vigor .‘-5 Bishop Re inkers was excommunicated by name on 
9 November, cy Pius xa. The second congress also made 
provision for the government of the Church, establishing 
a synodical board , with clerical and lay members . 
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The third congress was held at Constance in September 
1873- Thereafter the congresses were regularly held, with 
their function limited to general discussions for the general 
good of the Church, leaving the specific care of the Church 
to the synod. The congress was held in the same hall in 
which the Gallicar Council of Constance had met. There were 
visitors present, representing Eastern Orthodoxy and Anglican 
ism, with Old Catholic delegates from outside Germany. 

The first synod was held in Bonn in 1874, and this 
meeting, and successive synods, shaoed the polity and life 
of the Church. The possibility for union with Protestants 
was not ruled out, and an interest was shown for discussions 
with the Orthodox. 

The synod issued a catechism and a manual of instruc- 
tion, including only those doctrines seen as apostolic. 
Auricular confession was made optional, but was to be en- 
couraged. Attempts were made to do away with abuses sur- 
rounding the sacrament of penance, fasts and festivals, and. 
various financial matters. The Mass was to be celebrated 
in the vernacular. The Church was to be governed by a 
board of clergymen and laymen, with the bishop as president 
and a layman as vice-president. The representative body of 
the Jhurch, the synod., was made of priests and delegates from 
all the congregations . The synod, was to take care of all the 
legislative, judicial, disciplinary and. administrative matter 
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Pastors and assistant pastors were to be chosen by the 
congregations , with episcopal approval. 

Plans were formulated at the second congress for 
union conferences to be held in 187^ and 1875 in Bonn, under 
the direction of Dollinger. The conferences were not to be 
Old. Catholic meetings, but interdenominational gatherings 
for the discussion of problems of Church union. Orthodox, 
Protestants, Anglicans and Old Catholics gathered for this 
discussion of their differences. 

The Dutch Old. Catholics were not present for this 
conference in 1874, for a certain estrangement had taken 
place between the conservative Dutch and the more progress- 
ive Germans and. Swiss. The Church of Utrecht still held to 
the Council of Trent, while the Germans were largely ignoring 
it. The Germans realized that if any progress were to be 
made with the Orthodox and. Anglicans, this progressive view 
was a necessity. The agreement of the churches was amazing 
in many respects, for the differences were found to be con- 
siderably less than anticipated. Dollinger chaired the con- 
ference, and the success of the meeting car be credited to 
him . 

The second conference was held in August 1875 » which, 
was presided over again by Dollinger. The conference was 
occupied chiefly with the f ilioque controversy, although a 
strong- defense of the validity of Anglican orders was made 
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by Dollinger. As a result of the conference the Old Os t ho- 
lies dropped the f iliooue from the Nicere Creed. This was 
the last interdenominational conference held under the aus- 
pices of the Old Catholics because of the circumstances in 
Europe at the time and the fact that the attention of the 
Old Catholics needed to he turned to their own affairs. 

In Switzerland a number of priests and laymen, re- 
fusing to accept the Vatican decrees, adopted a constitution 
for the Christian Catholic Church. The Church in Switzer Ian 
has never been called "Old Catholic," although it is the 
Swiss form of Old Catholicism. The first synod was held in 
Clten in Jure 1.875 , and in the following" June, Eduard Herzog 
professor of Catholic theolory at Hern, was elected bishop. 
He had left the Homan Church ir 18?2 , and became pastor of 
Christian Catholic churches in Cref eld, Prussia, and later 
Clten and Hern. Eishop Herzog', a very able and popular 
leader, guided the Swiss Clc. Catholics for over forty years. 
In 1 880 he was invited by the Presiding Eishoo of the Epis- 
copal Church to attend the General Convention . He visited 
parishes and. confirmed, and gained the support and adniratio 
of many American Episcopalians . Development of the Church in 
Switzerland was similar to that in Germany . Communion in 
both kinds was made optional, and new regulations for the 
observance of fasts and festivals were adopted, with provis- 
ion for Mass in the vernacular. 



Ir. Austria early efforts to organize the Old Catholics 
were opposed by the government, Ir. 1875 opposition was with- 
drawn, and delegates met in Vienna the following year. legal 
recognition was riven the Old Catholic Church of Austria on 
18 October 18??. A provisional synod was held in Vienna, 

July 1879, with the reforms of the Churches in Germany and 
Switzerland accepted. The first regular synod was held ir 
June i860, with five priests and several laymen present. The 
twentieth synod was held ir 1900 with 60 delegates, repre- 
senting almost 17,000 members , and reporting an amazing 
growth. 
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or Switzerland , and many ’''ere obtained by the accession of 
priests formerly of the Toman Church. 

The Old Catholic movement was less than successful ir. 
Trance and Italy. An active interest was taken by Charles 
Hyacinth Toys on, former Carmelite or the staff of Totre Dame 



^°P. . Vogel, "The Old Catholic Church ir Austria , 1 
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o“e Paris, arc. A 1 'be Aichaud, and a congregation was founded 
in Paris in 1878 , under the supervision of bi shoos ir holl- 
ard and Switzerland , assisted by Anglican bi shoos . Che 
movement was never very strong ir Italy , althourh a nieetina 
was held in Naoles , ir 1 R7 C , of delegates from several co v " — 
rr emotions, at which they elected Luigi Proto Giurlo as the 
bishop of the Italian national Catholic Church. 

Several communities of .. ohemlar s ir Russia attached, 
themselves to the Old Catholic movement. They obtained, the 
recognition and. support of the State for their priests. In 
1880 permission, was granted for a conference to frame the 
constitution for a permanent organization . 

There was a revolutionary element in the Old Catholic 
churches in Germany , Switzerland Austria which was not 
present in the Dutch Church . From the first, the movement 
in these countries "... took the form of national churches, 

0 *7 

both on principle and throurb necessity.""' The Church of 
Utrecht had beer separated from Home for 1. 50 years , during 
which time she had. asserted her acceptance of the decrees of 
the council of Trent. Two years after the consecration of 
Bishop He inkers , the Germans and. Swiss were ignoring the Tri- 
dentine decrees. This accounted for the coolness which de- 
veloped. between Utrecht and other Old Catholic groups . 

The period of estrangement did rot last long. Arch 
bishop Johannes Heykamp, who had. beer consecrated 8 April 1875 
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bv the bishop of Haarlem and - ishop Reirkers, suranonec a 
corfererce of Old Catholic bishops. This corferer.ce met ir: 

Sect ember 1389 with five Old Catholic members of the episco- 
pate presert, representing the Dutch, Swiss and German churches , 
Uranimous agreement was reached at the conference on three 



important points. 



(1) The five bishops arreed to establish a 
Bishops' Conference for mutual consultation . 

No church was to have priority or jurisdiction 
over ary other; all the bishops agreed that 
they would not consecrate ary bishop without 
the acceptance of the Convention of Utrecht by 
the candidate. 



(2) An International Old Catholic Congress was 
to be held every two years. 

(3) The five bishops issued a declaration, of 
doctrinal principles r.y which all Old. Catholic 
bishops and priests were to r. e sound.. This doc- 
ument, known as the Declaration of Utrecht 

( Utrech ts erklarung ) , is still the doctrinal 
basis of Old Catholicism.^ 

Chile not present at the conference, the Austrian Old Catho- 
lics later accepted the declaration of Jtrecht. 

The declaration itself reaffirmed the Vincentian 
Canon: Id teneamus, cuod utique, cuod semper, quod at omni- 
bus creditum est; hoc est eterium vere proprieoue catholicum. 



The grouo accepted the decisions of the ecumenica 
held before the schism between, bast and ,est. On 
Council was strongly repudiated, alor 
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significant art icle of the declaration was the rejection 
of the decrees of the Council of Trent in matters of dis- 
cipline and faith which differed with the teaching of the 
primitive Church. 



D8l linger died in 1899. at the age of 91. The leader 
of the Old Catholic movement for many years , he had leer the 
one individual who. with great skill and learning, had given 
direction to the Church. Following his excommunication from 
Tome , Bollinger never a. gain functioned as a or iest , and there 
have teen attempts to prove that he never did. actually join 
the Old Catholic Church. He received the last rites and 
curia 1 from Old Catholics, and was on the role of their 
clercy when he died. Homan Catholics ir i.ur ich treated Joll- 
inser with great resoect ever' after his excommunication and 
it was not unknown for him. to he giver the Sacrament in one 
of the city’s parishes. The soverrmert of Bavaria took no 

notice of Bollinger’s excommunication and he remained the 

2 Q 

dear of the Chapels -loyal . 
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Heykamp and many of ’■".is priests. Chen Heykam? died ir 1892 
he was succeeded by Geradus Gul.who was consecrated by the 
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bishops of Haarlem ard Deventer, and t is hop Heirker s . 'he 
day of Old. Catholic consecrations by only one bishop was 
now past. 

The Old Catholic grouos experienced a slow but steady 
growth d urine the next decade. The first ..or Id War found 
German and Austrian Old Catholics on one side, the Poles or 
the other, and the Dutch and Swiss Old Catholics neutral . The 
churches were weak, tut they did manage to survive somehow. 

After *-or Id War I ard the break-up of the Austro- 
Hungarian Empire, the Old Catholic Church * ,T as divided into 
two self-governing churches s the Austrian, and Czech churches. 
The churches grew steadily, ard many mission stations were 
started. The Austrian Church v as permitted to elect a hi shoo 
Adalbert Schindelaar, who was consecrated, in Born in 1925 . 

The death of this first Austrian bishoo came the next year, 
and he was succeeded by Hob ert Tuchler, who served the church 
from 1928 to 1942. Stefan Torok, who was consecrated after 
World War II, has been the Bishoo of Austria since 1948 . 

In 1925 the tenth Old Catholic Congress was held ir 
Bern, the first to be assembled since the War. The Arch- 
bishop of Utrecht, Franc iscus Kern i nek, formally recognized 
the validity of Anglican orders, which up to this point the 
Dutch Church, unlike the others, had always denied. An Epis- 
copalian observer at the congress wrote that ”... there was 
no anti -Homan passion; the Old Catholic Movement has never 
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beer. Protestant, though it is strongly and steadily confi- 
dent in refusing- the raw Honan Catholic dogmas and discipline 
Nothing could have teen more satisfactory than the outlook 
upon the problems of cooperation amors- all Christians, arc, 
corporate reunion with all Catholics outside the papal obed- 
ience . 



After World Car I there ras a revolt among' Homan 
Catholics in Yugoslavia. A large number of priests asked the 
pope for permission to celebrate Hass in Croatian . The pope 
saw no reason for the Croatian Catholics to say Hass in a 
modern language and refused the petition. In 192 3 an Old 
Catholic Church was formed, and s oread quickly among the 
Croatian and 'Slovene Catholics. There had been a spirit of 
independence in Yugoslavia, for some time, for many of the 
Croatian bishops had ooposed the dogma of papal infallibil- 
ity - 



Yarko La log j era , former canon of the 3ol.it Cathedral, 
was elected Old Catholic '-is hop, and. was consecrated by the 
Archbishop of Utrecht or 25 February 1924 in Holland. There 
was a dispute between Kalopjera and other churches of the 
Utrecht Union in 19? 8 over Church government. In 1933 rela- 



tions were severed (see Chapter ±V). 

Then the seventh Lambeth Conference net in 1930* - q n 
official delegation from the Cld Catholic churches was seni 
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came from Arp. li car Evangelicals who ••’ere suspicious of the 
Old Catholics and opposed reunion with there . They were under 
some confusion concern in.? the Old. Catholics, for they thought 
they were still bound by the Trid entire decrees. After clar- 
ification of issues and considerable discussion of various 
of tire ;9 Articles, the following statement was approved by 
representatives of both Communions : 

(1) Each communion recognizes the catholicity 
a n d indepe r d e r ce of the other, and rn a i r t & i n s i t 

OWn , 

( y ) y c w o orrmun i o v ‘ ayrees to admit -ePrers of 
the other communion to participate in the sac- 
ra inerts • 

(a) intercommunion does not recuire from either 
communion, the acceptance of all doctrinal opin- 
ion, sacramental devotion, or liturgical prac- 
tice characteristic of the other, but implies 
that each believes the other to ’- old all the 
0 o c' o v" r i i o of the c hr i s t i a n E.a i t h . " 1 
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ourches of Europe accepted the 
if ter the meetinx , and the Polish Church 
Churches of the An dicer Commur ion 



bo: 



;ld Catholic movement, p. JkQ 



41 



C h ’XT’C ^ P P "t X f ^ pc? "t~ If p 3 .? r0?^8 r; t o^PT v '0X’t /* 0W V65TS • 

The agreement assumed tha t there would re mutual assistarce 
ir the consecration of r is 1 oos. 

The 11th International Cld Catholic Congress was helc 



in September 
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An Arne' 
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look, and mar 


ifested an a 


p press iv 


achieve a new 
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He saw the Old 



II was to come shortly , a^d olace the Old Catholic Church 
ir tire most oerilous situation in which it had ever found, 
itself. 

In 193? there was an ere barge of ^nestings between 
the Cld Catholic Eishop of Germany , Erwin Kreuzer, and 
Heichsfuhrer Adolf hitler. The bishop pledged the loyalty 
of the Old Catholic Church to the government and its program, 
and indeed, its complete support. It appears that there was 
no conflict between Cld Catholicism and the Third Reich, and 
there was a tightly-organized and strong Catholic lational 
Church Movement, which found the eovernmert .aiding the Old 
Catholic or o pram . Cld Catholic parishes sprang up in formerly 
weak areas , and la.r?e accessions were made. Homan Catholics 



i“Frank Gavi v ' , " .be Cld Catholic Congress, 
Church , AC I (29 September 1934} * P* 391. 
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and. other German Christians were highly critical of the 
i' atioral movement, considering it a well-timed, proselytizing 
movement with the purpose "... of insinuating themselves into 
the good, graces of the Nazi regime. "33 

Christians outside Germany were very disturbed to 
hear of the Old. Catholic support of the Nazi regime, and. the 
general consensus was that the German Church was play in a once 
more the role as the pawn of the government , just as in the 
days of Bismarck* s Ku It urban of . The rationalism and Social- 
ism of the Nazi regime were finding political support from 
Old Catholic leaders. 

When the national Catholic Church Movement met in. 
Kannheim in hay 1937, there was little doubt but that the 
Old. Catholic Church was a pawn of the government. Homan 
Catholics were told that it was impossible for them to be 
patriotic Germans and to hold their faith, and. large numbers 
of them were convinced by this propaganda . The movement was 
described by one priest as the "... ’shock-troops' of a re- 

^ ii 

awakened Cld Catholicism in the fatherland. "" 

While Homan Catholics and. Protestants opposed the Nazi 
program on the whole. Bishop Kreuzer sent out pastoral letters 
urging his people to "... pray for the Fuehrer, that God may 



"'■'Anton. A. hueller, "Cld Catholicism and the German 
State," The Ilyin g Church , XCVI (20 larch 1937). ?• 364. 

T? ji 

"Anton A. hueller, "Old Catholic Group beets in Karr- 
heim, " I he living Church, XCVI (26 June 1937 ) » P* 820. 
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1 o y a 1 1 y a r d prudence, 
ar:d every f i gh t er . " - 5 



wisdom, and to all his collaborators 
and perseverance and fortitude to each 



T h e Ge r me 
Catholicism as a 



Old Catholic approach pas rot that of Old 
whole. 'The Swiss and Dutch CIA Catholics 



were very much opposed to the attitude of their German breth- 
ren , and indeed there were German Old Catholics who did not 
endorse it. Dr. Urs Kury, present bishop of Switzerland, 
wrote in the Jan ua r y -Ka r c h issue, 1939, of the leading Old 
Catholic journal, Internationale Klrchliche -Cei tschrif t , that 
the philosophy of t~e Nazi Old Catholics could not be held 
by any sincere Catholic Christian. The great fear of r.or- 
Germar Old Catholics was that the Church in Germany might 
completely lose her Christianity. 

Under the decree of the Third Reich the Old Catholic 
Churches in Austria and the Sudeten land were made part of 
the German Church. A. 11 German-speaking Old Catholics, except 
the Swiss, were knit together In the Third Reich . For the 
Austrian Old Catholics the Anschluss was a deliverance, for 
they had lo^g been under Roman Catholic suppression. The 
parishes ir the Sudeter.land v -ad been under the supervision of 
the Czech Church , centered in Prague . The diocese was pri- 
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Bishop Paschek, s Czech himself. The majority 
Old. Catholics of the diocese were rot unhappy with the action 
of the go v e r r m e r t . 

The Churches in olland , Germany and Poland suffered, 
severely during the conflict . A Dutch priest in Rotterdam 
was killed as his church was destroyed h.y the German attack 
in Kay 1940. Almost all Old Catholic churches ir. Germany 
were destroyed, hy Allied, bombs. The Polish Church was almost 
devastated, by the mass deportation of the population carried 
out by the Germans. The Swiss Church proved to be the great 
helper during the war , giving aid where possible, and keeping 
some measure of communication between, the Churches of the 
Utrecht Union. 

As the war neared, its end , untold losses had. been 
suffered by the European Cld Catholics. The Dutch Church 
participated in the effort to save the Jews from persecution, 
and many Dutch Old Catholics spent tirae in German concentra- 
tion camps as a result . German Old Catholics were hurt rot 
only by destroyed churches, but also by the calling of the 
younger clergy into military service. by Parch 19^5 it was 
assumed by outsiders that the Old Catholic Churches in Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, and Croatia were completely destroyed. 
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wiped out. The Czech Church had rot teen completely des- 
troyed as had beer feared, but was preatly hurt bv the depor- 
tation of German-speaking Old Catholics from the diocese. The 
orotlem ir Czechoslovakia was compounded at this time by the 
d. 68.. th- of Si shot) Paschek. Tip© or^Vv8,ilir r notion ■fcha.t +*h 0 

Old Catholic Church was doomed, but through the efforts of 
the Swiss Church -and the aid of the American Episcopal Church, 
the Churches were reconstructed materially and spiritually . 

Desoite the losses, the Old Catholic Churches made 
a in a z ir gly quick recovers . The Austrian Church in 1947 had 
t v r 0 lv b 08. rishes b . nd *1 3 m i s s i o t s t a t i o n s, 8 . d wsi s zc 0 p*sl i n i n p 
f o rr 0 T' s Xj t 0 p - t a * *t- ]c $=> t' 8 vp j>p o tf p or* c P 3 n 4 0 s i r A h s t t 4 !. a. , \ t 
other areas . Formerly very artew or istic toward. Roman Cathol- 
icism, 9, more positive approach was taken by the Old. Catholics 
and an ecumenical institute was established . 
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the 



Jugoslavia was formed , with the participating members hei"; 
the 3t. lev . Milan Dotrovoljac of the Cld. Catholic Church 
in Serbia ; the at. Hev. An tor Kovocevic, bishop of the Old 
Catholic Slavonic Church; and the ht. hev. Vilin ,'uz iak of 
the Old Catholic Croatian Church. The declaration of these 
three churches said that the bishops will keep in touch as 
to cmestiers of faith and order, and when complications 
arise, they will try to fir.d a solution in accordance with 
the principles of the Churches belonging to the Union of 
Utrecht. The bishop s also agreed rot to enter into agree- 
ments with other churches , such matters being decided only 
by the Union. 

The Church in oil and experienced, growth following 
the war, it'" almost 19,000 members reported in 1947- The 
churches destroyed were rebuilt, and several new parishes 
and mission stations were established. The seminary at 
Araersfoort, a very respected institution, was active once 
aga in . 



iron dome 



Before t 1- 


:e war the 


Clo Catholic 


Church in 


: oil 


d o r: e a If. ost not r 


ling to >• in 


converts to 


its faith 


- fr 


O IT t h P 'i 0 fo j^TT' 0 fj 


Churches , 


or even from 


non-Churc! 


h mem 


]p 0*p p o cr ’■ p 


xo^e of px 


effort to fi.cc 


uaint the 


Xm 1 A '.v O 



with the c 1-9 1 ms of their Church in recent nears. 

The Dutch Cld Catholic Church, has felt the effects of 
the liturgical movement . The people have increasingly been 
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ir recert years to part icipatior i r the ."ass- deception of 
corr.rs.uri or ir both kinds has gradually tec ora e the norm. 

The Dutch liturgy follows the Roman. Mass more closely 
than do most Old Catholic liturgies. The use of rosaries, 
scapulars and. medals is discouraged, ana public processions 
3 rd pilgrimages are rare today. Exposition and. Ter. edict ion 
of the blessed Sacrament are found in some parishes • ^ 

The 15 th International Sourness of Cld Catholics net 
at Tilversurr. , Holland, in September 1948. The theme of the 
meeting was the Cld Catholic place in ecumenical discussion. 
The Archbishop of Utrecht, Andreas Rirkel, was concerned, 
that the Old Catholics he in the ecumenical picture, and 
that their Position he clarified for the Amsterdam Assembly 
of the Tor Id Council of Churches, he expressed the hope that 
the World. Council would, encompass as many churches as possi- 
ble, and. indicated the intention of the Old Catholics to join. 

As an official representative of the rrotestant Epis- 
copal Church, an, American bishop described, this first Cld 
Catholic congress held, sirce 1938. Re sensed the significance 
of the various national Churches meeting together once again. 



" K . ? . . i 1 1 i am s an d. •V ’. i'.'XjT les Harris, (edit. ) Tor t hem 
Catholicism (Tew York: The Macmillan Company , 19337T ? 
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Ur i tv ir the Faith transcended racial carrier 
jet there was ro false sentimentality, "is hop 
Steinwach.s spoke of their position ir. Germany 
.... Conditions were terrible. Professor van 
Xleef replying said they ir. ' ollard had not f 
cotter, what they had suffered at the hards of 



the Germans .... 'Yet we car. receive you as a 
friend and brother ir the Faith. ' These two Chris- 



tians spoke with 
a union of siste 
trecht as their 
rot by the ties 
but by the ties 
and Liturgy . . . . 



courage and dignity.... he saw 
r-Churches all looking to U- 
spiritual center, bound together 
of race, language and sentiment, 
of Catholic Tradition, Crder 
37 



her Pope Pius XII 
Assumption of nary during 



promulgated the doctrine of the 
1950, the Old Catholic bishops 



responded, with an official statement. It was rot 
particular dogma which offended the bishops as it 



so much 
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fact that the pope 
itive statements a 
as they understood. 



define d 


it ex cathedra. 


After several pos 


f firming 


the Catholic and 


Apostolic Faith 


it, the 


bishops said: 





We reject -re •• the doctrine that the bishop 
of Rome should t e able to pronounce, to establish 
and prescribe infallibly as divine truth to the 
Church that, which God has revealed, even were 
such a doctrine not confirmed in Holy .>rit nor 
universally confessed, by the Church. 

And we reject once more the doctrine of 
• the Immaculate Conception of the oly Virgin 
nary' pronounced by the Bishop of Rome a.r.d at the 
present day we also reject the doctrine established 
and announced by him on All Saints day 1950 of 
the bodily Assumption of the Holy virgin into 
heaver ly G1 ory . 
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-■ ' b.arwood Sturtevant, "International Old Catholic 
meets at ' ''il versus , " The Living Church , CXVII ( 10 
p. 17. 
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he resret that ry this new doesa the 
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of Home has again distanced itself ar other step 
from the truth which is only from God and that 
because of this the creak in Christianit., striv- 
ing after reunion is aca in. divided. 



observe the commemoration of the Holy Virgin, 
i. other of cur Redeemer, of the Patriarchs and 
the Pro ohets, the Apostles and all the Saints 
upo v ’ whom God has bestowed the crown of eternal 
life ard ~-'e pray God , who by His '-ol.y Ghost sane 
tifies and guides the ’whole ■ ody of the Church, 
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scheduled for September 1952 in T ier.ua. Various Old Ca tholic 
groups withdrew in protest against some remarks made by 3 
Father are jska , the secret. nr" f < 

Austrian Old Catholic Church 



; orei n Gelations of the 



pp v t n 05* Pare j s k h b. d a t t 0 r cl 0 d 
a Church Peace he e tiny in the Soviet Union, and made some 
comments showing a sympathy for Communism, which forced the 
Old Catholic bodies to refrain from participating-, and caused 
the cancellation of the congress. 

The l 6 tn Cor cress was held in . .u'-'ich in -September 
ITS.?’* Ihe meeting consisted of a conference of the clergy 
to discuss theological problems surrounding the sacrament of 
penance . The conference reaffirmed the position of Old Cat hoi 
icism that this sacrament may he received in private corfessio 



Ja ill 
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- /w,, Cld Catholics and the Assumption, ” The Living 
(1 April 1951), op. ?, 3. 
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or ir common confession as usee ir-. Old. Catholic churc--.es . 

Arc he is hop Hirkel, addressing the cor press or. ecumenicity 
and Old Catholic ism, said that the Old Catholic Churches are 
the Catholic Churches of their countries as the Church of 
Bn.? land is the Catholic Church of Bnylar.d . Aoostolic orders 



The Old Catholics held their l?th Ir terra. tioral cor - 
press in September IT 4 -'! ir Hheir.f elder , Switzerland. The 

0 0 £ q- 0tn 0 S i Z 0 (1 Y' 0 C 0 S S X "t ^ ■f' ox* 08C V 1 h'] 0 T' "H £» y* q f 1 1 “ V* 0 

Church to accept the missionary responsibility which is his 
as a Christian. A concern was expressed for the prayer life 
of Old Catholic families, and work was t e run. on a ora- er 
took for family use. The -eed ■•ns recoprized for making the 
Old Catholic Church better know- a -on? other commur ions and 
in the world . For the first time the possibility was raised 
of starting missiorar,-. work lr a nor -Christ iar area, perhaps 
cooperating *• ith an Anglican missionary society. As a re- 
sult of this cor sress the Old Catholic . lesion of Saint haul 
be pan its work in the An plies r diocese of Saint John's, Kaf- 
fraria. South Africa, ir 1°59- Initially a project of the 
Swiss Old Catholics, the Germs- Church joined in i 960 . 

T V 0 . \ T C 0 V iS-'O 0 O f J <9. V: 1 0 T* 9 1 } X* '7 ?Ti 3. (? P 3 S t X* O T 5" 3, T> "0 0 3. 1 X 

1 Q 6 1 , a t the i a t n c o n ?r e 

‘tweer. Old, Catholics, Orthodox and An wlicans. He said that 



1, at the 18th Congress in Haarlem, for closer fellowship 
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the Orthodox. archbishop Hinkel announced that 



the Old. Jatholi.es were prepared to resume discussions looking 
toward mutual reco.arition between Old Catholics and Orthodox. 
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ioral joir.t-service, there has ; eer little in the way of prac- 
tical results. 

Speaking to an ecumenical ratherir.g ir heist, Holland. 

in September 1963, the Primate of the Old Catholic Churches 

commented on the developments taking place ir. the Homan Church 

Chat the Homar Catholic Church persues today in 
many of her leaders, krouled.se and reading of 
the Scriptures, use of the vernacular in the cel 
ebrat ion of the hucharist, revision, of her cs.ro v ' 
leal laws , purification of her devotion, greater 
independence of the episcopal government, acti- 
vating of the lay -no rid, etc. — these are all 
factors that our Church has realized, long" since 
but for which in former days she was condemned 
as being- heretic and schismatic . 39 

The Archbishop went or to say that the real way to unity 
cannot be the way of compromise, ”... tut only the way of 
identification -■ ith the Church which has carried through the 
aues the sacred heritage of the Lord and is Apostles , undi- 
minished, ur augmented , untainted, but always better elucidated 
by the thinking , believing, living ar.d praying of those who 
call upon the Lord. ”^0 
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1963) 



recert Ir.terrat ional Old Catholic Cor .cress 



me mos 

was held in 7 ier.na in September 19 5* The main theme of the 
meeting- dealt with the position of Old Catholicism ir the 
ecumenical movement, particularly in light of Vatican II. 

1 went.;/ Old Catholic hi shoos attending- the congress, without 
two Polish bishops who were denied travel permits, welcomed 
the first toman Catholic official observer ever to attend 
an Old Catholic meeting. Over 400 delegates from seventeen 
rations were present at the conference . 

Before the congress open ed, the International Con- 
ference of Cld Catholic ."is hops, and the ranking bishops of 
three other Churches - the Spanish He formed Episcopal Church 
the Lusitarian Church of Portugal , and the Philippine Inde- 
pendent Catholic Church - signed a formal agreement of full 
communion . Announcement ras made as the congress opened 
of the agreement which permits members of the participating 
Churches to take full part in. the sacraments as was oerraitte 
by the Porn Agreement of 1931* 'These are the first Churches 
outside the Anglican Communion with which the Old Catholics 
have entered an intercommunion arrangement . 
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The Polish insni-ra^ts to America had largely Peer of 
the peasantry rather than the i'-tellicentsia . They had con- 
sidered the Church 

a Polish institution , standing for the unity of 
V' o 1 i 3 V'- t* 1 1 r]_ o P- 9 vf? 9 S "D 1 r 9 f 1 0 Vs S O f P ‘0 1 5 SY 

v, at ioralis.T. , as the sole bond uniting ar other- 
wise scattered and divided oeorle. This ascent 
had bee - -' enoha sized, v y their Church leaders.... 
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Jarua^” lips # r : o oari sh prp^ # hail t a 
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other Kozlorski was elected bishop by the 
consecrated in l;err , Switzerland or 13 
ishop [erzof of Switzerland., Archbishop 



C-ul of Utrecht, and 
The eoiscooa 
of ten ’ ears, durin 
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and he maintained a 
C a t ho lies. T h e c o r 
C ' u r c h c o r f o nrr. ed vi 



...ishop ■, eber of onn . 
be of ishoo Kozlovs ki covered a period 
t* which ~ e or rani zed some twenty —five 
p was called t’-’e rolls’' Old Catholic Churc 
c 1 o s 6 0 0 1 b b i o 0 h 1 o ’ 1 1 h t ’ 0 K \ it q d 0 .9. 0 C T d 
stitutior and articles of faith of this 
th the faith of the Creeds and the council 
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before the "Teat sc hiss . Bishop Braftor of 
diocese of Ford du lac favorably received E 
and Both worked for ir t er c otar.ur.i or cet"ee i_ 
Eishoo Kozlo’ ski died or IP January 
bavin p consecrated ary other bishops . Afte 
clergy ard oeoole of the Chicago area voted 
Polish co" gre rations or,?ar i^ed under the ti 
0 a. t h o 1 i c G h ur c h . 



the Episcopal 
•ishop Xozlowski , 
the G 'lurches . 

190? » '-ithout 
r his death the 
to unite with t e 
tie, Po 1 ish fa tior 



Another indeoe^der-t. Polish movement arose ir Buffalo , 
Ben York, at the same time as the Chicago break. Saint Ada 1 
Bert’s parish was involved ir a struggle with the hierarchy 
over property control. After riots ard considerable strife, 
parishioners who -anted control started their own parish, 
nother of the Holy Hosar.v , hold ins their first services on 
3 August 1895 • The parish, grew rapidly, building a large 
church and parochial school. father Stanislas Kaminski was 
called, to be the Driest, and was chosen bishop-elect. 

Kaminski was consecrated by Joseph Here vi latte (see 
Chapter IV), an eoiscoous vapors, who had v eer consecrated 



by a. by nan Jaco- 



.shoo, Kaminski was to be suffragan 



to vilatte, with charge over the Polish Catholics, although 
his diocese consisted, only of the large Buffalo parish. Afte 
Ka-irs^i ' s deat^ iw SeotemB."er 1911, the oar is'" went throum 
some extensive legal battles with the Homan Catholic diocese 
over the control of the property, finally winning the case 



August 191 5 . 



Kaminski Polish Catholics united wit' 



the Polish rational Catholics in 1914, 



no. in 



a i v-, o 1 q p A f- ] 



tn e 



mother of the holy Ho s ary church was made the cathedral for 
the Buf f a 1 o - ? i 1 1 s bur y h diocese . 

The third independent movement among the Poles , the 
lamest and most vigorous , was the Polish 'rational Catholic 
Church. This fro up is the only considerable body in the 
United States tc have broker with the Homan Church. In using: 
the term "national" the Pol is v Catholics claim that their 
Church is the aooronriate one for the Polish people in Amer- 



ica and in the home lane 

1.9 



. . to express their national feeling 



4? 

relig iousry . " 

The Polish rational launch he pan. i vi Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, a large center of Polish coal-miners and factory- 
workers. In late 1896 members of Sacred heart of Jesus Polish 
Homan Catholic Shurch requested that they he .riven represen- 
tation in the management of parish affairs. Their Polish 
oast or refused, and they received as well a severe rebuke 
from their Irish bishoe. Patters grew morse, eventually re- 

ll'i 

suiting in a small riot in front of the church."' 

A former criest of the Sacred heart parish , Father 
Francis ocur, offered counsel to the people of the Scranton 
church. He was imbued with the rationalistic spirit, and 
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found himself very sympathetic with these people . He en- 
couraged the building of a new church which would remain ir 
the possession of the people. There was no move as yet to 
leave the Honan Church, her the church, was "built the Polis 
dissidents called Father odur to he their spiritual leader. 

e took charge of Saint Stanislas parish or 14 Parch 1897 * 
and celebrated the rent Sunday the first Pass in the church 
which was to he the center of a wide- spread movement. There 
•■■"ere about 2 c 0 families ir, the new parish. The new church 
building was consecrated by Hodur on 4 July 1897, ar.d the 
influence of the parish crew . The iomar Catholic diocese 
was, quite naturally, very hostile , and began a, drive to 
keeo the Polish people ir the ho mar Paunch. 

Father odur vent to Pome i v- 1 Q 9° * feeling that the 
American hierarchy was ir error concerning the property issu 
r was told that it was rot possible for an exception to he 
made concerning this matter. is excommunication notice, 
and that of his parish, arrived in the United States soon 
after he returned home. The resistance of most of the con- 
gregation was increased, althoug 1 -' a few returned to Homan 
obedier.c e . 

The Homan Catholics published Polish magazines and 
called in religious orders to help prevent further schism. . 
The quick and effective action of Home slowed the growth of 
the i-~ deoe^d e’~t movement . .Also detrimental to the rational 






urch was t-'e ca libre of cries ts. All !n ad lee> trained 
;io™a n seminaries and nary "'ere ~ot endowed. • i. t ' ti e rental 



acumen or stability needed particularly at this crucial time - 
Saint Stanislas parish as seal ly in December 190C de- 
cided or a definite break •- i t h the Soman Church ir matters 
of faith and worship, as well as ir organization. The Pol- 
ish language was adopted for all services, and the first 
Polish Pass was celebrated at Christmas that ..ear. 

Father odur called a synod, of the various cor.fc.re Ra- 
tions in September 1904, at whic’ • the several independent 
parishes were consolidated under the name Polish national 
Catholic Churc’ , i t a total membership of 20,000. The IfC 
delegates drew uo t'-e cor stitut io" of the newl 7 / formed Church ; 
ordered the trar sla tio- of the lati'- service-' ooks i^to Pol- 
ish; and repudiated the claims of the Coman Churc? . E; vote 
of the s‘- nod, lather Hoc.ur ; as elected bishop-elect and. named 
administrator of the Church. Vrc ' ishop Gul of Utrecht con- 
secrated Anther Hoc.ur at 3a ir t Gertrude* s Cathedral in Utrecht 
o' r Hie ha elms s 3.907, assisted by Pis ho p van Thiel of Haarlem 
9 . n d t? x s k o i) 3 1) if. of D 0 v p t : t 0 t • 

: i t v - t b e a cces s i o v ~ s of t- k e K o v; 1 o ’ ’ s k i a r d Earn i r. ski c o n - 

£r*V» p £rp T Q~~ 3 ~ P : ; C] Isf" J n' *j -• v»Q > C - T pi/? , 0^ 0 1/T p -a p CO 'P S?‘ r * 0 ,C 0 f 1 Q v ” C 

i" lew Ion-don, Connecticut , and rare '’-ester. Hew Hampshire, 
which came i to the Polish Churc :_ with, their orients. Sore 
p: p o xx a s c a :n 0 w i t hou *£ t> rr i 0 s f s , t*> 7 b i I p a. -p link bt of o r i 0 s t s c om 0 
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vy iq 22 the work had 
, Frar.cis Borezsk, was 
iskoo .orezak took sev- 



part of the la it:- , ut they firallv voted approve 1 . Few priests 
availed themselves of the privilege for sore time because of 
lay ser timerts . -The present Prime Bishop is a married man and 
more than half his clergy are also married. Because of very 
strong feelings in Poland, few of the latioral priests there 
h.ave taken wives. 
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•iests elected at the 1921 s'-toc were con- 
secrated t.7 : is hoc -lodur without ary co-cor secrators . .ie 

■'a g oov- criticized for cerf ormirg the consecrations a lore, 
Vu.t it vas either this or ser.d the four to Europe for the Old 
Catholics there to perform them . B one z ale was sent to Boland; 
Gswryobowski to Few Err land; Grochorski to Chicago; and Gri- 
teras was river, resoonsihilitv for the j_ i t nuan ian. s . 

Mot all the members of the Polish National Church 
have been :-olis v . A few Italian congregations 'nave affili- 
ated, continuing to hold services in Latin or Italian. In 
192 £: a large rrouc of Slovak Homan Catholics in Passaic, . ew 
Jersey, left the Roman Church. 1 hey were approached tv the 
Czecho-Slovak Orthodox Church, but decided to affiliate with 
the Polish National Catholics since their traditional rite 
T ,.p o T 3 “t l. 7 " m A 3 1 T* Or r 08. IT X S Yl S X X ?l. 1 0 X X S 1 S • U X . > 6 T 0 1 08- X* “■ 

ishes have joined the Polish Church ir Pennsylvania and New 
Jersev . Che Polish Church made no attempt to bring these 
groups into their Church, for they -eve rot extended their 
work outside the Polish population- 1 hey ' ere sought out by 
these other groups. recently the Polish Churc'~ has eer. co- 
operating with the Puerto .Pic-:''' National Cat 'olic Jnurc 
headed b.v a Father ector Gonzalez. Prime isho? Grochowski 

Lr 1961. 

tin ruish the Pol is. 

I— 1- i 7 4— -v. e. m 4- 



coffin 


med. almost 


8 0 ^ r e ,‘ 0.1 ers 


of th 


is hod. 




rY 1 V"; c*p fi p 0 


cpyp -p 3 J_ 0 p Q 


tors v 


>; 1 0 ( 1 


urn 

-v • . «. ..i. 


fro": ot"er 


C‘ 0 0 o f- /i o 1 

V X. ’• o • U - - ’w* — 


i n cr 


h ers o 



T. h e ri t e s 8 r c oer era or • i e ■ 



* V 1 



^ ic ' "• ■ n 0^0 close. 



or ior..* 

V» C? O 0 



61 



Hoi'-sn r? is no 1 i o i $'?? t \v~it is ttio c^s o wit 1 ' Fiutoobs ti Cld t^o * - 
icisin. The liturgical movement v as ''.ad ver little influence 
amor;? the Polish Catholics, nhereas the Huron ear Churches 
anticipated the li turn! cal renewal ’it 1 ' some of" their re- 
als ions . 

Litanies and devotions, such as Benediction of the 

Th 1 ^ o cj 0 r? 3H C T'ciT 0 V "I 1 O. T 1 (~ OOOll'KmlT' i'tPG " 6r 6r^. "■ ~l tl” ! C S atlTi 0 Si.S t — OSS 

found in the Homan- Church. T 1 '© Poles retain the devotion to 
the Sacred Heart, uhich the Huron ear Cld -Cat holies have aban- 
doned and indeed oppose, because of its introduction b.y the 
Jesuits during the struyyle over the Jhurch of Utrecht, nary 
Polish . atio-al Churches ear the name "Sacred heart." 

tv*: cb i8r»d.9.r whic-i is follow or! is Isr.^s] y fcPo Son.^.n « 
although several special feasts hove been added. Two of 
these ?T8 T)3. r* t i c u "Lsit 1 v ti.or.el. is tic : Tte Fee., st of tt e Pol — 

j c 1 "* N^tiorpi 0-e v }•; q 1 ic Church & d t ' e .Fesst of - orn. 6 in lx's, n o e of 
the Lear Polish .Pet her lard . Other c o-::rr . emorat ions are made of 
L o 1 i s v rellr i o u s r e f o rm e r s a n d patriots.^ 1 -* 



:e of the Polish 



n. e ser v 1 c e s i s 



principle, and is ins 



is ted uoo” ' y the doctrinal sorhs 



of t ■ e Church 



mould certainly he consistent v;ith 



Did Catholic principle of the liturm.v in. the vernacular. 



recent ears, seminar ia; s in this country have had to lean 




foils'"' ir order to prepare for tie priesthood, ar.d fewer ard 
fewer of the second ard third -"'ereratio-' Polish Catholics 
speak the larmaje. The move to use English ir the Mass 
arc! other services was very much opposed y some Polish I-'a- 
tiorals- The refers 1 synod ir 1946 authorized the supplanting 
of the Polls 1 * la.r rua ~e by Hr "1 ish. he n the switch, is aooroved 
’ y a majority vote ir eac Vi parish. Ir recent years the main 
Masses i v ' o^riste? have heer cele' rated ’■ - hr giis'' why le 

some of the other .-.asses remain ir; Polish. 

Ur like other Old Catholic Churches the -oils'- Church 
cor siders the oreachir ~ of the . ore as ore of the seven 

F- 3 C Trlwl B t S 9 CCn t 1 V * 1 i v " 1 3/0 1 X S/j. fX V : d C OT' T 1 PHI 3 1 1 0T. 1/0 k 6 6 '0 tk B 

tradition al number. T'-is is due to the great influence of 
Eishoo ’od.ur, "ho '.rad. so ■ e oeculiar notions of i s ow--- . 

The writings of Eishoo Kodur are still quite author- 
itative ir the Polish. Ihuror-, although recent Church publica- 
tiors have been ore ir lir* ■••it’- oor.vertioral Anglican and 
Old Catholic thought. . e Confession of Faith or Credo, 
drawn uo h; the hishor, was adopted "by t-e Churc’.' ir 1913 • 

The Credo is read in c'-urch eirht times annually ard is sub- 
scribed to at confirmation . 

The fa it u ful are instructed to read and ponder the 
Scriotures, and to interpret f en according to their cor - 
science. ' he general synod has tee authority' to interpret 

'hurch, olacirg the fhurch. in 
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X ishoo Hodur seems to V ave 'me! a t h orou^h- 2 : 0 ir .sr 



Pol is’* I aticr'al Catholic 
X hu .t c h s.t 0 of t h 6 o o 1 ^ i o r t b o t c e f ore G o d s . pi d 
xcs. , s 1 X t el i of s , o. 1 X s ectp , p e 
Con die ret wish a certain sect tc 
would not five it the recessar” 
xist and develop. Likewise, if 
i.e. , a religious body) exists, 
roer esses, it has the risrht to 

j s 

exist in God and through God. ‘tt 
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he Polish Churc! 



1 P O '>'• O 



eceived some criticism of the 



explicit universalis”! apparent in its teachings. The bishop 



as an opinio - " since it has never beer condemned, although 
it wg,s not held, hv a na iorit -- of the Fathers. 

n ppi|p^gvQn t_ s fi " tve L 1 e s s e d iwc/iv , as can 



be seen tv the manv churches dedicated to 5air J 



, Lotner 



of the Rosary, the Sorrowful bother, and. even the Immaculate 
Conception. There is no defined doctrine of the mediation. 

Ir addition the saints are invoked "... 



X b 0 w o p X b x y~ 0 s s of X b e X • t ere ess i o v - s for n e r o f 
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of ,-.ar : in heaver., 

because o: 

those who ever stand in the oresen.ee of cod."’ 

by Church leaders have reflected a 
re Church and Church doctrine. 



later statements 
tore orthodox view of 1 



Credo of ishoc lodur is new seen as supplement ir a rather 
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surnls^t a t e istoric erf 
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statements of a theoloe-iar as homilies of a 
crusading priest , ea?er to stir his people to 
a ct io^ , ard i'v'd ip^art at the Pretensions of 
gr a lip'"' hierarchy . 4s 

A " j'-ort Catechism" appeared ir 1056 with the imprimatur 
of Bishop Hodur , and this clear arc simple work is ouite 
a c c e o f a hie e. ■ » -i *• y ho d. or C hr is ti a re. 

Although Bis^oo Hodur v ad tried to foster closer 
relations Betweer the Polish Fa ti oral Church ard the Epis- 
copal Church for many years, he had little success until 
1346. '.he Protestant Episcopa 1 iar.s had ratified the Bor v '. 
Agreement i 7 " 1Q40 at General Convent ion . Ir: 1946 the synod 
of the Polish Church approved the Agreement allow. in y full 
intercommunion Between American Episcopalians ard Polish 
Catholics . TV. e Basis for this arrar cement would he the 
same as that of the Born Agreement . TV: is was a particu- 
larly sicr if leant action for f* e United 'States was the 
Of i y courtrr where la rye numBers of An flicans and Old Catho- 



lics live ir the s 



p t ^ r 



ornurities. .'ere was the opportunity 



for fui 1 fellowship ard concur ion Between the Churches • 
A.ioint committee of theolon iarg nas appointee. cy 



the two Bodies to supervise t':e intercommunion. For s time 



■ Sp p 0 -| i sh cv*»r"c> i rg i sted t’^at it s oermiss ihle for 
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' u ro h , o r v ice versa, or 1 y i r 



.scoos liars, ar-d later ’••a s modified 



>ceive the sac reverts ir the hois coca i 

'e c a se of ener tr e r c y o r w i f - - 
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f y q v o ^ o P A'- p T* i Cl .9 v* 

iv -0 s do ir ted out t' n B..t t v :e p e 1 s 1 1 oust* i o ’■ * . # is t — 0 sscpeTxep ts. 1 
cowu."ior of two autonomous Churches, each respecting the 
independence and jurisdictior of the other, ard avoid ire ary 
action which nir v 't terd to weaken t v e loyalty of those ir its 
sister Church . . . . ” ^ 

Circe th.e establishment of irtercoirrmr ior , Polish Na- 
tional bishops t, .ave participated in several consecrations of 
Protestant Episcopal bishoos, ard likewise Episcopal bishops 
l *ave taker part in Polish consecrations . Several Polish sem- 
inarians have studied ir Episcopal seminaries , find the late 
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1957 issue of Rola Boza , a Polish Church weekly, said 



It is ore thine- to say 
through Jesus or, God ras i'. 

3 *-"• o T- U ° t". Q <r p * r is'n t JT p S IX S Vy - 
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r e s us , and qu i t e 



If, ir defiance to lis words, ir. outre ye 
to is own soul, men say that Jesus was Irfi- 
y' it e Gelt” all the tine, then 9 is life becorri.es 



a ir. ere pantomime - • 



re uvxr 
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The attitude of the government toward the Polish Church is 
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' : 8 move;ne v - 1 000 x 0 1 0 c : ' crips Fox *tVi8 9 . i bc. 
did other rood vork. The Jesuits oppose’ 
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.-it the time of the ere o tr.ur ica t i o‘r the i.ariavites 
cla inec c 00,000 ad’' erects. T he mrr.’-' er declined sharply af t e 
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y*.t at &.V out 50,000. Throua': 



the irf lue-ce of a -.ussian layman. General Alexei Kireef , 
the i.s.r ia" ites -a iced the suonort of t're Old -Jet holies of 
ollar-d. '-e Polish Church of par lav ites vra s admitted into 
the Utrecht 'J - ior , and or 13 October 1909 » arc' : ishoo Uul of 
Utrecht, it's Bishoo lathe' of Breland, consecrated Jar. Pic ha el 
ilowalski, under the title of Arc’ll ishoo of Feliciarov, Primate 
of t e Old Oatholic J- urch of the Aariavites . The neve bis'- no 
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'■ ef ot*g t' s .G 6 X 00 s Gd Sacramoxt . r fh 6 c el i"" 3.0 7 of th g c 1 ox ~y ’’a.s 
abolished earl'.' in t s e dove 1 o o.:n e vi f of the Boverrier- 1 • 

Du^i^ ■- Wo v *"* d M3 r I some drastic ch.axp'Gs to ole dace i. v i 
t-' 1 a hdre h o.°. r t i co i a v I v anc^r its leaders. dprrri i s s io v . was 

Granted for the crd.ir.at ion of no r.er , ard Arch' is hop Kowalski 
came to the cor elusion the t he ?ns irfalli' le ard sinless- 
•hr/stical Aarriases" scare com::. or. an or.* the priests and. sis- 

An 

ters and *-7 omen were ever oo sec a tec" as ,! ishoos . 11 ~ ■ ‘.hie 
Utrecht U- io- of Ghurch.es was creatly disturbed at the everts 
xx) Poland, and broke off all relations in 1924. "here ere 
movements within to reform the Mariavite Church, ard Arch** 

' is hoc Kowalski ~’3.s deoosed i" 1935 » and was placed . j the 
Polish Government in a monastery as the alternative to cor- 
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t ipV'O'o pv~ i 1 i t) u 6 IdjcB." i succeeded Kowalski o s the Jhiof 
Pishoo of the hariavites, althou - he was deported by the 
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Ir 1946 the Old Catholic Church of T.ariavites formed 
a urior with the Old Catholic Church of Co lard, a - ode not 
ir urio 1 " T -'ith the Utrecht Old Catholics . n he two bodies 
cooled their resources hut retained their internal or ran iza- 
t ions and. doctrinal teach ir f~s . Bishop Pryzysieoki of the 
Pol is^ Old Catholic Church *• a s elected head of the body, with 
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the 2 i shoo of Poland for the Polish hatio’-'a! Catholic Church. 
The union was 'ceref iciel to the t'.o .-roues for it helped there 
to cone with t he losses sustained. durir- the war- 

Xr 1,964 the Old Cat hoi ic C’rurch of Pariavites claimed 
pQ-'p. ? c, ooo v ' emh prs in Poland * i'~ sore fort.” — three parish.es • 

■; here are five hi shoos, two of ' *horc. cere retired* and thirty- 
four Tre i ests . r r e C o yr ‘ r e :: Q t lor of Sisters ?.s sorse 200 ~ err. — 
y ers . I v : the oast sorer’" t isolated, from other Christian 
todies, the maria vites in recent years have par tici Dated in 
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c ~ n o e +- i>-. o ovo oarsora in ourra t? pemorss; 

(e) a e i;ixodern to re' irire tuo , quo factiores 
d isc id iacue ir ecclesi? exert- surt; ( 3) de 
triburale out juc icio natr iroriali , cuo vet- 
p^>o — cs t 'no 1 i c o to eccles i3.rn c iTfsxp.tr ; cuius cor.— 
clusio fuit c.ecretunri subsecuers ; Corferer.ti s 
eoiscooalis , die . .17 hartii arr.o Doair i 1933 
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arolar discussiorer statu it , revererxlissinur: 
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id? lop','] ere co r, t i^ued to v e recognized v y tee Yugoslav 
aoveu'^nert • a 1 though eo lor .rer i v ". corn.T.ur i cr: with Utrecht. 
Eis v 'oo Ka 3. ox- lere re^ia ired ’ ead of his mono of Old Catholics 
until ^is death ir 1957* 
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,s.t.6b s Bernes ft cp Bache , an A.us t r ia n rooleuiar , for ~ f -c rk 
.r „cotlard . He went instead. to the Ur. i ted States vfsere he 

■jjg y -- o - ~ i o c- S r\ P ■■'■ ■ ■■ -.- .7 " 'p 1FC OOP 1 l r J r ? y - thp C 1 Of P'V 

or k , ar-d officio tec iy a. nuyfrer of Boisccoal churches . Is 



ever aortic looted i'~ the lay irr o~-~ of hards 



tior cf the 
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Cut a , rho ra.s cor seer? ted the Cathedral Church of Csirt 
Jo hr the Divide o ^ 12 January 1915, thus introducing the 
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in America of the ..at' C" succession. Or. 3 October 191o he 
consecrated. William he v "ry Fr°r.c is .Brothers , arc. or. the day 
followin' consecrated hryp], lerry Jar fora. It is thourht 
that d e ierda s uas p tt°rotir • to u v ' i te Old. Catholics 1?" the 
United States, alt'ouch v >e was rot authorized hy .is super- 
ior, Bishop ...ether, to oerforre. ? ry corsecra tiors . At ary 
r>£3 1 e the reaso' for the double cor secret ion- is ver v oh s cure, 
a r 'C ] qipr p c. 1 a •- d a o w— ote Bather ashing- that Bishoo Prof ' st? 
v ' : ot he r c cc' r izeo . e fro streams have developed sp'd? ra.tel,' , 
eac’" cl? in ire to '-e the only true ocy cf Old. Catholics in 
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which is not reco.ori.zed. at all 
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The Cld 'To :nor Catholic 1 s.r-o ' cor formed strictly to 
the "... prescriptions of the Port if icsle, hissale, ad 
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a c cor dim to the use of the ":o 



'die Churo) 



J;i sclaimir * er.,” correctior. ■ ith "Cld. " Catholic" sectar- 
ies rorio?, Cld ' ::i ornr ht^olichr strop sly insisted or its 
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of the Church of Utrecht. 
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the vlrsir birth of 'hrist . The Church, teaches 
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•ticularlv of the "Glorious arc Immaculate Mother of Got: . 11 
Old .-toman Ja.thol icisra recorr.ized the supr eraac y of 



cone, cut 



ted M.s cla in: to I^falliC . ilit.v . Arch' 1st c 



Carfora ?ave himself the title of "Most Illustrious Lord, 

the supreme Primate of the forth American Old honar Catholic 

Church. ” ^3 The Jor.stitut ion of the T v nrch stated that 

The Supreme Primate is recognized as the Spiri- 
tual Head of the Church . All doctrinal lacs or 
re* articles of faith shall "e considered final 
when he s Desks ex cathedra .... He shall have 
full r -rd exclusive jurisdiction over the rhole 

G'-nr^c'' i” all ratte r, s ecc j esia stical , civil . 

/; / ' * 
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of schisms" ''ut his successor as ead of the Old Homan Cstho- 
*1 5, o ir ' cV’n c vi i c e - : > T^v s'UT'uc rfoc '"‘‘It - i.v» tir’ - 

v- gT.r churches and. v. ew hishoos . Carfora himself consecrated 
more than tver ty-f ive bishops , most of rhon he excommunicated 
,o SOT, P 00 l.T’t • ->ile SOT0 O T t*. V\ P ?n 0T K6r6 X* O T)U t o "d 1 0 t .X3.X* r 
rrouvht nothing hut scandal to the consecrating- Arch' is hoc. 

In 194c the forth American Old lomar Catholic Church 
claimed some 47,500 raemf'-ers in the CJr.it ed States , in 39 churches 
and missions . T here mas a Eened ictine monastery ir icary lard 
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Waukegan. 1“ 191? a ok re? ole’ ir C hies ~ o for C 1 r Cat ho- 
lio o 1 0 r r,v p yh} f, f~ p p of t ‘. b v 'py - touo s o'qbbp; T'^.b Old. 

Jatoolic : J birr o’*' i r* •V!u6 r ic^ • ~b ;n,ovBH 6r* t die pb vo scab ~ pop- tP' 1 
t ' T k O"U ' tdf: 9 0 o b s p i o v of' tabtiO bps ‘f pop o p i^.d o OG yi d B — t ppop/o 
0 f P 0 T* t U £' O S 6 J 3. t p 0 3. 1. C 0 0 6 . ‘ "t 6 P 0 d 1 P , .3, S 3 9 0 hU S & 1 t S , 1 X’-"' d. 6 P t • '. 0 
kt. lev. Arto'-".lo .lodr 5. uez . ieveral .- oils co v ere re tior s , 
urder the Rt. Rev. Joreuh Cielorka of Mer Jersey, vrere re- 
ceived ir 1924* ' ess ckuTC; or "af refused to loir Eishco 

Hodur * s Jolisk Nat io-"®. 1 Catholic "k'urch . 
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